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Abstract

No one doubts that The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai ({I#_1€%1%) )is one of the best novels
of Brothel Literature in the Late Qing Dynasty. It started to got a large amount of admiration
from the time of “May Fourth Movement” . When time went to 21* century , the trend of
“Indigenous Modernity” thoughts and “zhang Ai-ling” study made the novel a hot study
issue again. But if we contributed too much on the topic of “Indigenous Modernity”  rather
than understand and perceive the real text? As a matter of fact, great part of the novel is the
perceiving experiences of characters, such like looking, listening, opium-taking and so on.
Readers immerse themselves in the world of The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai because of the
perception-writing. This thesis is just about the writer Han Bangging’s (¥%JB¥) creative
notion of the perception-writing and eroticism-writing in the novel , and things behind it.
Starts with the name of the novel and based on the previous study, the particularity and
typicalness of the novel are proved from three aspects —— haishang(i#_I*)place-experience,
hua(f£) Brothel Literature tradition, liezhuan(%!{#)structure. Audition study of literature is
always a blind spot compared to vision study, but thanks to the modern narratology
conception “intelligent ear”, the importance of audition-writing is found in the novel. What’s
more, the link between opium-writing and eroticism, which is very significant to the
phenomenon of anti- eroticism of this novel. At last, the question of “why diseases and

insanity are used often to tell love stories™ is solved .

Keywords:

The Sing-song Girls of Shanghai, (i - 1£%11%), Han Bangqing (¥¢F ) , place-experience,
intelligent ear, opium, love writing
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P M JH S Although the opium trade unquestionably had a devastating effect over time on the whole of
Chinese economy, the specific evidence on opium from Shanghai is less conclusive. Opium sales actually
stimulated the indigenous economy and played a significant role in the development of the banking business
at Shanghai. Local banks charging high rates of interest on short—term loans to opium merchants in turn
issued bank notes drawn on opium loans that served in lieu of hard money in times of silver shortages
and contributed to the circulation of the currency at the port, without which trade and the economy of
the entire area would indeed have come to a standstill. The wealth of a few of the guilds at Shanghai,
notably the Chaohui Guild, was attributable in part to opium, although sugar, tobacco, and other products
from South China were also important. Thus, the role of the opium trade in the local economy is ambiguous;
on the one hand, it is the quintessential example of imperialism; on the other, it had beneficial effects
on the local economy.

Linda Cooke Johnson, Shanghai: From Market Town to Treaty Port, 1074-1858 (Stanford, Calif. : Stanford
University Press, 1995) , 15.
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