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A Network Approach to the Design of
Residential Institutions for the Elderly

Li-Wen Liu
Hwa-San Kwan

Abstract

Gerontologists have documented that older people are often
confronted with social, psychological, or physical problems. This may
be particularly problematic in the case of older people who live in
residential institutions. Research suggests that many of the needs of
older people may be met by strengthening their personal networks and
extending their social interactions to both within their residence and
with the outside community as well. In this article we suggest that the
spatial arrangement of institutions affects the opportunities and patterns
of the social interactions of older people. Unfortunately, the structure
of physical spaces of residential institutions often emphasizes on

security but pays little attention to its influences on social relationships.

While the concept of social networks is not new, its application to
the field of designing residential spaces for the elderly has not yet been
fully recognized. This article attempts to build bridges between
environmental settings and social interactions through examination of
the theoretical and empirical implications of the concept of social
networks. The article includes empirical examples and provides some

testing dimensions for further studies 1n this field.
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